
 
Coalition United for Glen Echo Ravine 
Preliminary Case for Support     

	  

 
 

Coalition United for Glen Echo Ravine  
A Vision for an Urban Ecological Future 

Savvy states and communities are starting to think about green space in a more thoughtful and 
systematic way. They realize that green infrastructure is not a frill—it is smart conservation for 
the twenty-first century.                          –Mark Benedict and Edward McMahon, The Conservation Fund 

Located in the midst of two turn-of-the-century neighborhoods, Glen Echo Ravine and stream comprise 
a surprisingly rich ecological space on the north side of Columbus, Ohio. Hundreds of species of birds, 
mammals, amphibians, insects, trees, and plants coexist in a unique ravine 
environment within steps of homes and businesses and just minutes from 
downtown. Continued improvement of this distinguishing and defining 
part of these communities will benefit the environment, residents, and 
businesses in Old North Columbus and Clintonville. The Coalition United 
for Glen Echo Ravine (CUGER), formed to protect and restore the ravine, envisions the intersection of 
High Street and Glen Echo Ravine as a unique urban ecological hub that will be a defining part of our 
neighborhoods, Columbus, and Central Ohio long into the future. 
CUGER is now asking the community’s civic, corporate, and philanthropic leaders to provide support as 
it considers launching a capital campaign to restore, revitalize, and set a course for the future of this 
historic ravine. 

Glen Echo Ravine and Stream: 100 Years of Stewardship 

In 1912 a private real estate company donated Glen Echo Park to the City of Columbus, initiating over 
100 years of public-private community stewardship. Since the 1980s, when community efforts 
transformed a used car lot into a portal park at the corner of North High and Arcadia, the Central Ohio 
community has been active in improvements and restorations in and around Glen Echo Ravine. 
Ecological concerns together with the well-recognized correlation between environmentally friendly 
neighborhoods and livability, commercial vitality, and property values have propelled community support 
and partnerships throughout the years. Those community efforts include the following: 

• Friends of the Ravines received grants for stream and slope restoration, path construction, and park 
improvement.  

• Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed has overseen diverse environmental improvements in the ravine.  
• Glen Echo Neighbors Civic Association worked to improve the green spaces in the ravine, as well as the 

neighborhoods south of Glen Echo. 
• Lower Olentangy Urban Arboretum received grants for the planting of hundreds of native trees in the ravine 

and surrounding neighborhoods and developed two educational walks with associated maps.  
• Glen Echo Bird Club organized weekly bird watching walks. 
• Columbus Department of Recreation and Parks acquired properties in the ravine and secured funds to 

restore the Glen Echo stream.  
• Clintonville and University Area Commissions have been stalwart supporters and defenders of the ravines.   

300 species of birds 
have been identified in 
Glen Echo Ravine. 
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Vision for the Future 

With support from a diverse coalition of neighborhood and regional organizations as well as local 
commissioners and the City of Columbus, CUGER has taken the initiative with an innovative and 
ambitious proposal to: 

• develop a ravine walking trail connecting Glen 
Echo Park to the Olentangy River Bike Trail, 
with park hubs along the way. 

• purchase property on the west side of High 
Street at Arcadia St in Clintonville, (a portion 
of the ravine that was filled in the 1920s) and 
develop a “place-holder” park with the goal 
of eventually reopening the ravine. 

 
Upon completion of the proposed project, CUGER 
envisions additional projects, including acquisition of 
property built over the ravine on the east side of 
High Street, reopening of the entire ravine, spanned 
by a new High Street bridge over the ravine. 
 

Objective 1: Experiencing Glen Echo Ravine, An Education in Urban Ecology 

A one-mile trail connecting the Olentangy River Bike Trail to Glen Echo Park will create an ecologically 
vibrant experience for walkers, birders, community members, and visitors. CUGER will develop park 
hubs in three locations: Glen Echo Park, the city-owned Walker Tract (between Indianola and High 

Street), and green space near Arcadia St and High St. Interpretive 
signs throughout the trail along with these park hubs will be a 
learning experience for all, with identified native plants and 
educational markers focused on the human history, geology, 
biology, and ecology of the ravine. Guided tours about particular 
topics (such as bird and tree identification) will provide educational 
engagement in the ravine. Stream, slope, and forest restoration, 

with a focus on native species, will enhance the ravine ecosystem. Visitors will learn how an urban ravine, 
used for storm water runoff, can also be an ecologically vibrant space that is critical to the quality of life 
in the community. 

Teachers and students at nearby schools, including Indianola K-8, Clinton Elementary, Xenos Christian 
School, Linden-McKinley High School, and Columbus North International High School will be fully 
engaged in using the ravine and its trail as an outdoor laboratory, linked to educational standards and 
school exercises and activities. CUGER will develop programs to introduce underserved students from 
lower income schools to urban ecology. Urban students will experience the beauty of nature and the 
importance of hands-on, engaged research and conservation. 

 

Objective 2: An Urban Ecological Meeting Place on High 

CUGER envisions the transformation of the area around Arcadia St and High St into a vibrant park with 
gardens and native plant species conducive to education, recreation, and human engagement. The 
location on High Street, and connections to the Olentangy River Bike Trail to the west and the ravine 
trail to the east, will make this park an urban hub and a High Street gateway for Old North Columbus 
and Clintonville. 

Environmental Benefits of Urban Green Spaces  
    • improves air quality 
    • absorbs and contains soil contaminants 
    • enhances bird, animal, and plant habitats 
    • improves water flow and quality 
    • reduces urban heat build-up 

Public Health Benefits of Urban Green Spaces  
    • improved mental health 
    • higher life satisfaction 
    • lower levels of anxiety 
    • lower levels of stress 
    • higher overall happiness 

The study of urban environments 
provides vital insights into human 
impacts on the environment and 
guides efforts to reconcile the 
human and natural world. 
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CUGER and the community advocate for an environmentally 
friendly solution to the available spaces on Arcadia St and High St. 
Recently, a proposed zoning change to allow for the construction 
of a car wash at this intersection was met with unprecedented 
community opposition. The community believes strongly that 
when it comes to our ravines, environment and development 
must complement each other.  

 

Objective 3: Completing the Vision—Day-lighting Glen Echo Ravine at High Street 

Acquisition of property on the east side of High Street, built over the ravine and stream, will lead to 
CUGER’s ultimate long-term vision: the “day-lighting” of Glen Echo Ravine at High Street. The area will 
be “lowered” as the ravine adjacent to and under High Street is opened and a bridge is constructed over 

the restored ravine. CUGER will redesign park space on the west 
side of the ravine, add new park space to the east side, and 
connect the existing Portal Park and the Ravine Trail. The hub and 
gateway—to both Clintonville and the Old North Columbus 
neighborhoods—will uniquely combine natural space with 
urban/commercial space. Private investment in adjacent properties 
will lead to enhanced commercial developments and raise the 

quality of life in the neighborhood. 

Summary of Proposed Campaign Costs 
The cost for completing Objective 1 and Objective 2 is $1.5 million. These capital dollars will be used 
for trail building, asset restoration, land acquisition, and sustaining the project into the future. This 
capital campaign will restore, revitalize, and set a course for the future of this historic ravine. 

Conclusion 

With a bold vision for the future of the community, CUGER continues the long tradition of stewardship 
in Glen Echo Ravine. The community is engaged and ready to move forward with specific objectives 
worthy of these vibrant neighborhoods. With CUGER’s dedication and planning, the vision can become 
a reality. The work in Glen Echo Ravine will enhance the environment, educate, and improve the 
livability and desirability of these neighborhoods for residents, businesses and visitors. CUGER is inviting 
the community’s philanthropic leaders to consider investment in a campaign that will restore this rich 
ecological space for our benefit and the benefit of future generations. 

 

 
 

Economic development is promoted by 
environmental improvements in cities, 
focused on rivers, parks, and green spaces. 

Green spaces improve public safety and 
community engagement, increase property 
values, and promote smart growth in cities. 

 

CUGER's ultimate goal is to 
enhance neighborhood investment 
and economic development while 
improving the environment and 
making a more livable community. 


